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The Mirasol development, outlined in red in the center of this map, is proposed for 1,713 acres in Collier County north of Immokalee Road and east of Interstate 75.
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This fact sheet is provided as a reference to encourage a greater understanding of the various issues related to managing water in south Florida.





FACTs





Mirasol Development in Collier County





The South Florida Water Management District is a permitting agency for regional developments, ensuring the responsible use of limited natural water �and land resources.





First permitted in 2002, this proposed residential and golf course community is on 1,713 acres in Collier County north of Immokalee Road and the Cocohatchee Canal, in a developed area 3 miles east of Interstate 75.


The proposed Mirasol development is not within or adjacent to Comprehensive Everglades Restoration Plan (CERP) project sites.


Most of the 1,426 acres of hydric flatwood wetlands on the proposed �development site are heavily infested with exotic species.


A 2002 District permit to the developer, I. M. Collier Joint Ventures, allowed for 568 acres of wetland impacts and required 972 acres of wetland mitigation. It also authorized a local flow-way along the site’s western and northern boundaries.


Mirasol submitted a modified plan for its 2002 District permit, �after the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers denied the federal permit �containing the flow-way. The flow-way feature was cited as the primary basis for the denial. 


The current project proposal includes 718 acres of residential and golf �course development. It replaces the local flow-way with a series of �interconnected lakes on-site to address compensating water storage. 


While the permit modification impacts an additional 26 acres of wetlands, the entire Mirasol project will result in the preservation of more than 830 acres of wetlands and 110 acres of uplands. 


The permit also ensures that the project will result in an incremental improvement in water quality, with no increase in pollutants or water quality impacts to the Cocohatchee Canal.











