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This fact sheet is provided as a reference to encourage a greater understanding of the various issues related to managing water in South Florida.
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Construction Update on the EAA Reservoir A-1


The Everglades Agricultural Area (EAA) Reservoir, a vital component of Everglades restoration and a South Florida Water Management District Acceler8 project, will provide significant water storage in the southern region of the EAA. �It will be one of the largest aboveground reservoirs in the world.





Reservoir Facts


Begun in 2006, the first section of the EAA Reservoir, known as A-1, is being constructed on 16,700 acres of former farmland in western Palm Beach Co.


16,700 acres is approximately 25 square miles – the size of Boca Raton, FL


Normal depth: 12.5 feet; Maximum depth: 17 feet


Perimeter embankment: 29 feet high and 22 miles long


Earthworks: approximately 18 million cubic yards


A-1 storage capacity of 62 billion gallons, or 190,000 acre-feet, which is �equivalent to more than 100,000 Olympic-sized swimming pools.





Environmental Benefits


Storing water to reduce harmful discharges to coastal estuaries.


Reducing Lake Okeechobee levels to improve the health of the lake.


Capturing agricultural stormwater runoff to improve water quality. 


Optimizing flows to stormwater treatment areas for improved Everglades water quality.





Construction Progress


Phase 1 (completed) included project mobilization, seepage canal excavation, vegetation and muck clearing. Completed at $45.5M, a savings of $8.2M. 


Phase 2 (under way) for construction of on-site aggregate plant to process materials for embankment construction (guaranteed max. price: $112.7M).


Phase 3 (under way) for canal excavation (guaranteed max. price: $95.9M).


Phase 4 (contract ready for approval) for construction of reservoir embankment and seepage canal plus production of rock-crushing material (guaranteed max. price: $331M, reflects a reduction in proposed $400M cost).


Phases 5 – 7 will include purchasing pumps and constructing water control structures and a bridge over US 27. 





Economic Benefits and Impacts


More than 80% of the workforce on Acceler8 projects are Florida residents.


To date, $13.54M in payroll wages have gone into Florida households.


As expected, steep increases in the cost and/or availability of steel, cement and petroleum products have significantly impacted overall project costs. 


Statewide average cost increases in only 3 years (2004 to 2007):


Gas and diesel fuels increased 90-92%; structural and reinforcing �steel increased 38-42%; structural concrete increased 42%; �earthwork increased 57%.
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