
 
 
 

 

Proposed Year-Round Water Conservation Measures 
Benefit Utilities in South Florida 

 
The South Florida Water Management District is promoting water 

conservation for its many benefits in meeting the growing demands on 
south Florida’s limited water supply. Water utilities throughout south 
Florida will play a key role in this effort.  

Components of the District’s newly adopted Comprehensive Water 
Conservation Program includes a proposed rule for Year-Round 
Landscape Irrigation that promotes a 2-day-a-week watering schedule.  
The Comprehensive Water Conservation Program is designed to 
accomplish a measurable change in water use.  
 
Water Conservation Makes Good Sense 
South Florida's unique environment and economy depend on the 
continued availability of regional water resources. Water conservation, 
including reductions in the amount of water used for irrigation, protects 
our water supply and assures there will be water available for the 
environment and our communities in the future.  
• By 2025, six million new residents are projected to make Florida their 

home, growing the state’s population to more than 24 million. More than 
half of these new residents will settle in South Florida. 

• Floridians statewide consume more than 7.9 billion gallons of fresh water 
each day, with more than 90 percent of it supplied by underground 
aquifers. 

• South Florida residents consume 179 gallons per person per day—the 
highest usage in the state. 

• Outdoor irrigation accounts for up to 50 percent of the potable water 
produced by utilities in South Florida.  

• It is anticipated that the Year-Round Landscape Irrigation Measures will 
help eliminate wasteful watering practices, and coupled with increased 
public awareness, may reduce overall water use in south Florida by more 
than 10 percent. 

 
Water Conservation Benefits Utilities 
Water conservation measures, including reductions in water for irrigation, 
can help support the local economy by extending current water supplies. 
• It is estimated that 138 million gallons of water per day was saved over 6 

months by the 44 largest utilities in seven counties within the District 
during recent Modified Phase II water restrictions, when compared to 
pre-water shortage use.  
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This fact sheet is provided as a 

reference to encourage a greater 

understanding of the various 

issues related to managing 

water in south Florida. 
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• It may cost $60 million or more to construct a facility that produces 10 million 
gallons of potable water per day using alternative water supply technology.   

• Reduced demand for water allows utilities to delay or avoid capital 
investments in new facilities, including the development of alternative water 
supplies, which may be required to meet the water demands of future 
growth.  

• With the implementation of the Regional Water Availability Rule, water 
suppliers in urban areas along the Lower East Coast, including Monroe, 
Miami-Dade, Broward and Palm Beach counties, must develop alternative 
water supplies if they are needed to serve future growth. 

• Utilities with long-term conservation planning built into their rate structures 
and utilities that have already implemented tiered conservation rates may not 
need to impose additional surcharges or rate increases.  

 
Rule Flexibility 
The Year-Round Landscape Irrigation Measure is flexible enough to 
accommodate the varying circumstances and concerns of utilities throughout 
the South Florida Water Management District.  
• A utility, working in conjunction with the local government, may propose 

alternative landscape irrigation conservation measures or schedules that meet 
the intent of the rule. If approved, alternative measures can be incorporated 
into a local ordinance.   

• If alternative landscape irrigation measures will not alleviate a utility's 
operational issues or concerns, the appropriate entity may apply for a 
variance. The petition for a variance will be reviewed by South Florida Water 
Management District staff. Approval is based on criteria listed in Chapter 
40E-24.501, F.A.C., and Section 120.542, Florida Statutes.  

• When a utility’s service area spans portions of the South Florida Water 
Management District and a second water management district, a utility can 
request to follow water conservation rules established by the second water 
management district. This ensures rule uniformity throughout the utility 
service area.  

• Address any proposals, variance applications or requests to the District at 
3301 Gun Club Road, West Palm Beach, 33406. For more information call the 
District at (800) 432-2045 or visit the web site at www.sfwmd.gov.  
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