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District News and Happenings
The District Governing Board will consider new and/or more stringent water use 

restrictions when they meet on Thursday, March 15 at District headquarters in West Palm 
Beach.

The District is coordinating a rehabilitation effort in STA-1W, Cells 2B and 4, taking 
advantage of the low water levels and the ability to dry out cells for maintenance during the 
drought. The work is scheduled to be completed within the next five to six months and will 
greatly enhance the ability to get these cells back on line to treat water.

District Rainfall  

Rainfall overview:
 District-wide, no rainfall was received last week.
 The rainfall outlook for the next seven days is for below average rainfall.



U.S. Drought Monitor:
The Drought Monitor focuses on broad-scale conditions and identifies general drought 
areas, labeling droughts by intensity. This week, areas of the District fall into two areas of 
intensity -- abnormally dry and moderate drought. 

System-wide overview:
A cold front is forecast to move into the Florida panhandle Thursday night, and then
through the District Friday and Saturday morning. On Thursday, shower activity is 
expected to increase to the east and north ahead of the front, and then showers and 
thunderstorms should accompany the front as it moves through District on Friday and 
Saturday morning bringing moderate rainfall amounts. The rainfall outlook for the next 
seven days is for below average rainfall.

Lake Okeechobee:
Lake Okeechobee continues to decline and is 10.99 feet NGVD 29 (9.69 feet NAVD 88), 
0.11 feet lower since this date last week and 0.51 feet lower than one month ago. Over two 
thirds of the monthly Submerged Aquatic Vegetation sampling has been completed and 
plants were found at two sites. Bulrush stands look healthy and are spreading. No algal 
blooms were observed during this month's sampling efforts. 

Upper Chain of Lakes/Kissimmee Basin:
The upper and lower basins received no rain during the last seven days. In most lakes, 
water levels have been fairly stable and remain below schedule for this time of year. Water 
releases continue at structure S-57 to lower lakes Myrtle, Preston and Joel according to 
the spring recession of the regulation schedule, but no other releases are being made in 
the system. No flow conditions in the Kissimmee River have existed for 125 days.

St. Lucie and Caloosahatchee Estuaries:
In the St. Lucie Estuary, salinity conditions are good. No releases occurred at S-80 or
S-308 over the past week. Salinity conditions are poor in the upper Caloosahatchee 
Estuary and good in the Lower Estuary and San Carlos Bay. No discharge occurred at 
S-79 over the past week. 

Water Conservation Areas (WCAs):
Recession rates ranged from -0.07 feet to -0.27 feet, and water depths range from a low
-0.11 feet to high of 1.4 feet. Birds are foraging in WCA-1, WCA-2 and WCA-3, but they 
may not yet be getting appropriate nourishment for nesting. As been the case since 
November, WCA-1 and WCA-3 continue to be below the regulation schedule, while 
WCA-2A remains above regulation. 

Everglades National Park:
Water levels dropped (range of 1.2-2.4 inches) across the Park wetlands in response to a
lack of precipitation and were generally lower than they were at this time last year. 

Note: This rainfall information is based on rain gauges within the Park. The map above 
captures District rain gauge data only.

Florida Bay:
Salinity concentrations fluctuated over the week across Florida Bay. Many areas saw
declining salinity in the early week as north winds pushed bay water out and rising 
concentrations by the weekend. 

Did you know?

The South Florida Water Management District manages and protects the water resources
of the region by balancing and improving water quality, flood control, natural systems and 
water supply. Want to hear more? It would be our pleasure to meet with your organization 



to give a presentation and answer your questions. If interested, please contact Niki 
Spencer at 800-432-2045 or 561-686-8800, ext. 6004.

* SFWMD water managers and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers work together to manage Lake Okeechobee.
Water releases from the lake are made in accordance with a federally authorized regulation schedule based on 
many factors such as time of year, current water conditions, predicted rainfall and lake level.


