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Water Shortage Governing Board Actions


Situation/Overview


Persistent lack of rainfall across all of South Florida coupled with low surface and groundwater levels throughout much of the system requires additional actions to stretch and protect the region’s water supply.


Lake Okeechobee, a backup resource for water supply, continues to drop. At present, the water level in Lake Okeechobee is 9.37 feet (May 10) -- more than 4 feet lower than normal for this time of year and less than a foot above its record all-time low level of 8.97 feet set in May 2001. 


Lake Okeechobee and Everglades Water Conservation Areas (WCAs) 1 and 2 have fallen to levels where they can no longer be tapped as a backup water supply source for Palm Beach and Broward counties. At present, (May 10) WCA 1 is 13.86 feet; WCA 2 is 10.07 feet. 


Increasing chloride levels in monitoring wells indicate that four utilities with coastal well fields are at risk for saltwater intrusion. 


Phase I restrictions were enacted in mid-March and expanded in April, but water supplies continue to decline, with no significant rainfall forecast across the District. Over the past 18 months (November 2, 2005-May 7, 2007), District-wide rainfall was 50.31 inches – 17.10 inches below what is normal during same time period. 


This drought as the third worst on record since recordkeeping began in 1895. 


Today’s Governing Board Actions


Modified Phase III restrictions ordered for eastern Palm Beach and Broward counties and a small portion of southern Martin County effective May 16:


Landscape irrigation: 1 day per week for residential, homeowners associations, commercial and municipal users. Addresses ending in an odd number can water Saturdays between 4 a.m.-8 a.m.; even numbered addresses can water Sundays between 4 a.m.-8 a.m. Hand watering is allowed between 5 p.m.-7 p.m. on the same days. 


Golf courses will make 45 percent cutbacks; other recreation areas (ballparks, polo fields, etc.) have specific days and times. 


Nurseries have specific days and times. 


Phase II restrictions ordered for Martin and St. Lucie counties, limiting residential watering to two days per week effective May 16.


Orders issued for Lake Worth, Lantana, Hallendale and Dania Beach water utilities, requiring shifting of pumpage from certain wells or pumpage reduction.  


Phase III restrictions ordered for Lake Istokpoga/Indian Prairie Basin agricultural users (phased 35 and 45 percent cutbacks).   


Concurred with SFWMD staff’s April 26 Alternative Source Emergency Order allowing the City of West Palm Beach to use water provided by  L-8 Reservoir Project.


Extended deadline to for consumptive water use renewals in the Lake Okeechobee Service Area. 


Miami-Dade and Monroe counties, the District’s Lower West Coast region and portions of the Lake Okeechobee Service Area (Okeechobee County/Caloosahatchee remain under Phase II restrictions; agricultural users in portions the Lake Okeechobee Service Area (Everglades Agricultural Area) will remain in Phase III restrictions (45 percent cutbacks). 


Detailed restrictions for all user groups are outlined in the signed orders available at www.sfwmd.gov
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This fact sheet is provided as a reference to encourage a greater understanding of the various issues related to managing water in south Florida.
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Find more water conservation tips, visit our web site at 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.sfwmd.gov/conserve" ��www.sfwmd.gov/conserve�


or call our �Water Conservation Hotline


at (800) 662-8876 to request more information.











_1110197339.doc


South Florida Water Management District







3301 Gun Club Road







West Palm Beach, Florida 33406







561-686-8800  FL WATS 1-800-432-2045











www.sfwmd.gov







MAILING ADDRESS: P.O. Box 24680











West Palm Beach, FL 33416-4680












