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We oversee water resources in the southern half of the state.,
We manage water in one of the most diverse ecosystems in the world
= the Kissimmee-0keechobee-Everglades system - strefching 240 miles
from Orlando to the Aorida Keys.

We p muidE wiater when there is not enough and take it away
when there i too much. We channel and regulate water through canals
that crisscross the southern peninsula to meet the needs of all users,

We iﬂfegl.lﬂ rd the region's water quality to ensure enough
usable water 50 years from now. Managing waber for dties, farms,

and the natural environment is a balancing act with competing needs
and conflicting responsibilities. Major restoration projeds dovetail our
missions of flood control and water supply.

We restore floodplains along the Kissimmee River, revitalize the
shoreline hahitats on Lake Okeechobee, and will retonl the flood control
system to capture the 1.7 billion gallons of water now lost to sea and to
better mimic the way nature delivered water to the Everglades.

_‘-l
ey -
I =
bt i
jr 4
J - g
= -
i g |
u LI iy = il,-
I Ll S N
ol n
¥ e :
i

SOUTH FLORIDA WATER MANAGEMENT

-f " Who we are and
4 > what we do

SOUTH FLORIDA
WATER MANAGEMENT DISTRICT

OIY TISSION
&

to manage and protect -

water resources of the region

REFLECTIONS '
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water quality, flood contral,

wattural systems and water supply

sfwmd.gov

Sourth Florida Water Managemeni DIstrict
3301 Gun Cluls Road

Wesl Palm Beach, Florida 33406
361-68&-B = FL WATS 800-432-2045
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The weather in South Florida an be erratic and unpredictable;
In fact, it has been said that if you don‘t like the weather wait

DRENCHED IN

SUNSHINE

far mast of the weaar, it is easy o @ll South
Florida, “Pasadise” Tunguose seas lap

the shareline and gendly swaying palm trees
slir flwe breexnes far easy Bving and gread
recreatian. Bus there was & day the area was
muh less than a desiable place to Bwe

WET is South Flarida in its natural state, One
cousd anziee 1 first keters anoe stood for
Sogay and Flat As recently a5 a bundred yaars
a2, for most of the year, the berain wes wild
and wet. Hardy pionesrs assumed the plentih
large mosouitoes had b be the stade bind

Berzuss the land s sa flal, during the wsd
seasin (May through Ocakss) water could
flowe from lalos o |ake, spill over nalural river
chanmes, ad spread inlo loodplams, There
were no harrers or canals o died or conlre
the path of waler

In the aflermath of laree slorms, water couid
stand for weeks and monhs and leave
devasiziing damage angd diseass in its wake
Dwiring the drier manths af winder and Spring,
Florida had its own wersion of the dust bowl
days = cows went thirsty and oops withered
an parched land

Ceggraphy sentences Farida (o otal
depenence on rainkall, To make cur walery
state meore inhahitable, through the years

we altempled W conkral the watern For mare
than & century, fram 1850 o 1950, the
soiLIEon was Lo dredge and drain he “swamg.”

After years of severe hurmicanss, then droughl,
then more deadly storms, Florda asked the

NAlLINE"s EXpsses,

a few moments or cross the street,

In 1948, he U5, Congress authorized the
largast ciwil warks projed in the ooy
Consfrection began e nest year and
cantirmed for over 20 vaars as the LS, Army
Corps of Engineers buill a massie plumbing
systemn called the Central and Southem Florida
Fliad Congral Prajiect

he projed siretces from just south of Ordando
ba Florida Bay, H corsists af 1 800 miles of canals
and levess, and 200 watar conbod stnachees, It
includes 16 major pumg stalions &0 serd waler
souith and through watersays eastward and
westward io both coasts,

I 1949, the state caealed our agenoy — the South
Floricla Witker Management Distric = o be fhe
Iogal sponsar for the fedeml projed. We operate
and mairdain the system. Jur primary role is
smooth e peascs #nd valleys of the dry and wet
SRS

Speciicaly, our missan 15 1o manage and
pratect water resoures of e region by
Balanding and improving o major semenls
WelEel L:'I|E. iy fload conbrod, nafu LYSHIT
G waler sipply

The large public works projec built in the '50s
afnd 'bls W manage e water works very wal
As wall as |1Il|'.'il:|:' flond comted during 1he wel
season and waber supply during the dry manths,
the pmjedt dreEned fiopdplains and wetlands
making fem more aoessibse 1o humans

Creer the last S decades, urban developmens
ard agricultural prochiction hase flaurished. Al
the same timse, the altened natunsl areas
became inhipspitehle to native wildlife, As a
resull, the ensiranment began b famder, The
number al wadng birds decrassed along with
the amour of Racdplaing

Inthe 19705, as mare hahitals showed signs
of disfress, our responsibilities expandad to
encampass environmental resioration.

Curirg fhe last century, the Everglades
decreased in sive dramaticaly. Currend
resbaration projects indude not only the
Everglades prapes, but encampsass the entire
Evergladies evasysiem = the ans fram e
impar chain of lakes to Forida Bay whene
thie water pnce flowed nalurally down

the state

A major initiafive called the Comprebensive
Everglades Restovation Plan is uncler wiay,
It waill prroseicle thee right amourd of water
and s right flow conditions & the
Everplades WHILE providing wibes
for wrban and agriculiviral poesds
fee a S0-year papuldtion prajection.
Wiith the collabarative effart ol

pur federal pariners, e Ay
Carps of Engirears, amd ol

slaba pariners, e Depardment

of Ervimremental Prodection, we

are camiritied TODAY fa shape

the Fleeida cur children will

Feree TOMORROW,

W adivale

PROVIDI
confkgP?

mission; however, aur resporcsilities
have Inoeased greatly since being
pealed by the state legistature in 79459
We emplay appraximately 1 B00 paople
praanized under hres business grogps

Waler Resources Dperalions
employess opersts and maintain (he
Cenlral and Southem Florida Fload Congrol
prajedt, menitar the weather, and are
stesarnds of public lands

[he Water Resources Managemenlt
workione pevelops waler supply plans;
pravickes research, regulatss land and
waler use, purchases land for preservatian,
and implements eoosysiem resiomiEn

Corporate ResOurces empinyees
handle the ecanamics and informatian
momgenents of managing water, Thay

conekict ervinnmental moniioring
and assessment, devalop e budget,
prochice public culreach materials,
and oversee contracusl sevices




